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illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: . . . CHRISTMAS EVE I. Within doors. Ferdinand. Eitpebt. Esther. Ferdinand. Two
continents, of measureless extent, Which meet upon a slender strip of land Where rocks are wreathed in flowers
and desert sand Encircles groves of green with fruitage bent; Though not for soft repose the bowers are meant
That lure the pilgrims passing, band on band, The self-same way; who neither understand What realm they
leave nor whither they are sent. That isthmus is the mundane life of man Which links the two eternities, one past
And one to come, and both alike too vast For human thought to gather in its span; For none can fathom being
that began When time was not, and when time ends, shall last. ESTHEE. Love was about us at our earliest birth,
Love is the sweet light of this midway earth, And through the farthest future love shall still Attend us and our
highest bliss fulfil. Rupert. Could naught of choice be ours From paths of peace to stray, --If never poisonous
flowers Could flaunt beside the way, --Would life be happier then For restless sons of men If, evermore, on earth
Perfection balanced all, Would bliss be ours from birth, Or death the lightlier fall;--Constrained through life to
grieve So sweet a sphere to leave Where brightest beams are shed, And softest zephyrs blow, On vine and olive
spread In pulseless calm below; The pensive dwellers brood In melancholy mood. But where the forests roar
From wrestling...
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