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issue; it had, above all, an episode of love and passion in the
tragic story of Dido, which has awakened interest in all ages. So
the excellence of Virgil s romance was bound to be recognized
at a time when its peculiar sentiments must have been widely
intelligible; when its martial passages would appeal to those
fond of the romances of chivalry, and its pathos to those who
favored the sentimental love-story. Virgil had come down
through the centuries with undiminished fame; in the schools of
the Roman Empire he had been considered the foremost Latin
classic, a rank which his perfection of diction and his charm of
genuine and deep sentiment had assured him from the outset.
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