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(0OColL()225863413 Subject: Criminal justice, Administration of -- China. Excerpt: . . . 13 denial of the existence of
any inherent conflict between police and 130 civilians. Notwithstanding the decrease in numbers and the ac-
companying MPS statement, there have been news reports of in-creasingly violent clashes between police and
protesting villagers all over China. In December 2005, public security officials in Shanwei city, Guangdong
province, brought in forces from the paramilitary Peoples Armed Police ( PAP ) to handle a protest by 131 local
villagers. The PAP opened fire onto the crowd, and some estimates placed the resulting death count at up to 20
villagers. At a national public security meeting convened in April 2007 in Xian city, Shaanxi province, Vice
Minister of Public Security Liu Jinguo emphasized the need to avoid police mishandling of demonstrations and
protests, and warned that such mishandling could aggravate 132 the conflict and worsen the situation. A
number of Chinese lawyers and former law enforcement offi-cers agree that no inherent conflict exists between
police and civil-ians, but they also warn that abuse of the coercive power of the police may create new tensions.
One commentator, who formerly taught at a public security vocational school in Zhejiang province, attributed
clashes between police and civilians to the fact that 133 Chinese police are policemen for the Party, not for the
state. Another commentator, who served for 18 years as a former police officer in Jiangsu province, added that
in carrying out their law en-forcement duties, the police do not carry out the laws of the state:...
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