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who entertains men for a living; Uta, the mysterious elderly lady who casts spells; and Max, the clairvoyant
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family was torn asunder in 1957. Louise finally reveals the long-held secret that haunted the family for the next
fifty years. This poignant novel is a gripping drama of madness and prejudice in which a mother leaves her
daughter, ultimately, with hope. Praise for Linda Lightsey Rice Against the Ruins contains such gorgeous writing
that it nearly takes your breath away, with a sense of humor and a fine appreciation of the ridiculous even
amid great agony. -Natalie Goldberg Rice has a fiery, incandescent talent. -Pat Conroy.
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