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subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature,

grade: 1,0, Saarland University (Anglistik, Amerikanistik und
Dono Anglophone Kulturen), course: Hauptseminar Shakespeare's
Changing Comedies, 11 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: The 17th century witnesses the rise of a new
social class in England: the middle class. At this time, mainly
merchants and traders belong to this community. They are
rich, powerful and educated. In The Merry Wives of Windsor,
the two middle class families, namely the Fords and the Pages,
form the head of the Windsor community and are its leaders.
In order to be able to understand the position of this social
class in society, it needs to be seen in comparison with the
other residents and visitors of the city. By choosing Windsor as
the setting, Shakespeare links the city of Windsor and its
independent middle class with the presence of the monarchy.
The proximity to Windsor Castle and the siege of the Order of
the Garter bring the aristocracy into the play and introduce the
authority...
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