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One of the advantages of this position is that it blocks the emergence of the Kripkean puzzle about belief by
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that are supposed to follow from the distinction, viz., that proper names do not have descriptive backing, and
that there are contingent a priori truths. He draws our attention to predicative occurrences of proper names, in
the modal context, matching corresponding occurrences of definite descriptions. His explanation of
contingency, where proper names or definite descriptions are involved, is innovatively straight, simple and
broad-based, at par with situations having ordinary predicates. Parts of the book have taken a final shape in
response to comments by Strawson, Dummett and Burge.
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