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[Although it has always been the intention of the writer to record
for his own satisfaction, his memories of the scenes occurring in
Mexico, at or about the time of the battle of Buena Vista, this
record might have been procrastinated, - just as repentance is
too often said to be, - but for a feeling of duty towards an
association of gentlemen, each of whom contributes for the
general information from the stores of his own professional
knowledge. Even now this is offered with some hesitation,
because this battle, which appeared to us and to the country as
of such great importance at the time, is dwarfed into
insignificance by the giant struggles of these later days, whose
warriors were counted by millions, and their dead by hundreds
of thousands, - which gave an emperor to reunited Germany,
and a president to the re United States. Yet this lesser struggle,
where our soldiers were but as many thousands, and our...
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