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help. | have seen patients waiting to see their provider and a staff worker comes by and takes them where they
need to go ahead of schedule because of their condition. Thank you for letting me take a few minutes of your
time. The prepared statement of Mr. Parmelee follows: REPARED TATEMENT OF ONALD ARMELEE ONTANA

IAISONFORTHEPSRP,MLMS C, PV A OUNTAIN TATES HAPTER ARALYZED ETERANS OF MERICA My name is

Ronald Parmelee, and | am the Paralyzed Veterans of America Liai-son in Montana for the Mountain States
Chapter in Denver, Colorado. | appreciate the opportunity to take a few minutes of your time. Montana VA
Healthcare System is good and helps many veterans. The Outpatient Clinic along with the DAV Transportation
Network helps Montana veterans in rural areas. Like all systems there are some veterans who get lost. This is
true in the case of spinal cord veterans in Montana. They have no one place to go in VISN 19. Montana spinal
cord veterans have connections with the first spinal cord units where they received treatment such as Woods,
Palo Alto or Seattle. This is where they continue to receive treatment. With the purposed spinal cord injury unit
in the Denver VA Hospital, at Fitz-simmons, there was to be a 30-bed acute care unit. The numbers jumped
between 15 to 20 to 30 acute care beds, depending on who you...
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