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A COMMAND POST AT WAR: FIRST ARMY HEADQUARTERS IN
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University Press of the Pacific. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 380 pages. Dimensions: 8.8in. x
5.8in. x 1.0in.World War II remains the defining experience for the U. S. Army in the twentieth century. It has had
a lasting impact on the nation and its place in the world and on the Army and the way it organizes and fights.
Although historians have written numerous volumes concerning this global conflict, some gap in the literature
remain. In particular, the subject of an American field army headquarters and its organization and role have
attracted little attention. Studies on the personalities and styles of individual commanders exist, but the
command posts themselves-the ways in they were structures and operated and the functions they performed-
have not been much explored. With A Command Post at War: First Army Headquarters in Europe, 1943-1945, the
Center of Military History attempts to redress this shortcoming. This study addresses the First Army
headquarters in the European theater from its activation in October 1943 to V-E Day in May 1945. Under
Generals Omar N. Bradley and Courtney H. Hodges, the First Army headquarters oversaw the American
landings on D-Day, the breakout from the Normandy beachhead, the battle of Hrtgen Forest along the German
frontier, the defense of the northern shoulder during the Battle of the Bulge, and the crossing of the Rhine River
at Remagen prior to the final American drive into central Germany. In examining the First Army headquarters
role, this volume shows the army headquarters of World War II as a complicated organization with functions
ranging from the immediate supervision of tactical operations to long-range operational planning and the
sustained support of frontline units. The commander and staH faced the problem of coordination with Allied
counterparts as well as with headquarters and units from other services. Inadequate information...
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