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stability may be cited. A pyramid owes its great firmness to the
breadth of its base and the low position of the centre of
gravity. Walls are often strengthened with small expenditure of
material by building offsets or by battering the side toward
which the forces tending to overturn them are directed. A high
carriage is upset much more readily than a low one, because
the centre of gravity is higher, so that a smaller horizontal
force overcomes its dynamical stability, and also if the road is
sloping a less inclination is required to throw the line of
direction outside of the base. For this reason wagons intended
for carrying heavy loads are generally made so as to have the
greater part of the load lower than the axles of the wheels.
Quadrupeds have a much greater stability than man, because
of the broader base...
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