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dissenting opinions. No. 07-290. Argued March 18, 2008-Decided June 26, 2008 District of Columbia law bans
handgun possession by making it a crime to carry an unregistered firearm and prohibiting the registration of
handguns; provides separately that no person may carry an unli-censed handgun, but authorizes the police
chief to issue l-year li-censes; and requires residents to keep lawfully owned firearms unloaded and
disassembled or bound by a trigger lock or similar de-vice. Respondent Heller, a D. C. special policeman,
applied to regis-ter a handgun he wished to keep at home, but the District refused. He filed this suit seeking, on
Second Amendment grounds, to enjoin the city from enforcing the bar on handgun registration, the licensing
requirement insofar as it prohibits carrying an unlicensed firearm inthe home, and the trigger-lock
requirement insofar as it prohibits the use of functional firearms in the home. The District Court dismissed the
suit, but the D. C. Circuit reversed, holding that the Second Amendment protects an individual s right to possess
firearms and that the city s total ban on handguns, as well as its requirement that firearms in the home be kept
nonfunctional even when necessary for self-defense, violated that right. Held: 1.The Second Amendment
protects an individual right to possess a firearm unconnected with service in a militia, and to use that arm for
traditionally lawful purposes, such as self-defense within the home. 2.Like most rights, the Second Amendment
right is not unlimited. It is not a right to keep and carry any weapon whatsoever in any manner whatsoever and
for whatever purpose: For example,...
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