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indexed. Not illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: this mode of looking at the world, so different from anything in the
Jewish books, so far developed beyond the teaching of the Synoptic Gospels, was quite familiar to the most
serious side of Hellenism, to the Stoic elementg Stoic theory of life popular all over the Hellenistic in Sniut
Paulworld, and especially at Tarsus, where Saint Paul received his education. The Stoic wise man, who had
adopted with faith that doctrine, forthwith rose to a condition differing in kind from the rest of the world, who
were set down as moral fools, The stoic sage, whose highest efforts at doing right were mere senseless
blundering, mere filthy rags, without value or merit. The wise man, on the contrary, was justified in the sight of
God, and could commit no sin; for the commission of one fault was a violation of his election, and would make
him guilty of all, and as subject to punishment as the vilest criminal. For all faults were equally violations of the
moral law, and therefore equally proofs that the true light was not there. Whether one of the elect could fall
away, was a matter of dispute, but in general was thought impossible.1 The wise man, and he alone, enjoyed
absolute liberty, boundless wealth, supreme happiness; nothing could take from him the inestimable privileges
he had attained. Can any one fail to recognize these remarkable doctrines, not only in the spirit, but the very
letter, of Saint Paul s teaching?...
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