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important in his philosophy of life and art. The worker s thoughts on his craC are always of interest. They are
doubly so when there is in them no trace of literary self-consciousness to blemish their expression. He recorded
these thoughts at the instant of their birth, for a constant habit of observation and analysis had early developed
with him into a second nature. His ideas were penned in the same fragmentary way as they presented
themselves to his mind, perhaps with no intention of publishing them to the world. But his ideal of art depended
intimately, none the less, on the system he had thrown out seemingly in so haphazard a manner. The long
obscurity of the Dark Ages liCed over Italy, awakening to a national though a divided consciousness. Already
two distinct tendencies were apparent. The practical and rational, on the one hand, was soon to be outwardly
reflected in the burgher-life of Florence and the Lombard cities, while at Rome it had even then created the civil
organization of the curia. The novella was its literary triumph. In art it expressed itself simply, directly and with
vigour. Opposed to this was the other great undercurrent in Italian life, mystical, religious and speculative,
which had run through the nation from the earliest times, and received fresh volume from mediaeval
Christianity, encouraging ecstatic mysticism to drive to frenzy the population of its mountain cities. Umbrian
painting is inspired by it, and the glowing words of Jacopone da Todi expressed in poetry the same religious
fervour which the life of Florence and Perugia bore witness to in...
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