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Delivered Before the Bible Society of Pennsylvania College and Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, April, 16th,
1854 Our purpose at this time, is to speak of Two leading objects of Bible Associations in our land. One is, The
establishment and perpetuation of national righteousness. We need spend no time in showing, that the God of
nations requires a national righteousness to the temporal salvation of the people, as He does a personal
righteousness, as the God of all flesh, to the salvation of the soul; that the temporal rewards and penalties of the
one, are as certain as the eternal issues of the other. The covenant God entered into with the Jewish nation, is
virtually entered into with every other, according to light given; and the succeeding history of the results of
obedience or disobedience, is the same. Mt. Gerizim and Mt. Ebal appear from all points of observation, with
greater or less distinctness, in the history of the world; and we will have failed to read aright, the stories of the
most famous nations of antiquity, if we miss the lesson - righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach
to any people. For none of them, on a distant approach to righteousness, even in the negative sense of not
persecuting the truth, failed of a proportionate degree of advancement. On the contrary, unrighteousness sunk
them to their graves, though the descent might be through long centuries. We may choose to escape such a
conclusion respecting them, by solving their destiny by a simple reference to the will of God. We may choose to
believe no more, than that...
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